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Finally, Child Care Links, located in

the southern part of my district, sup-
ports providers through orientation
and training programs. They also fur-
nish parents with information on child
care options and they act as a consult-
ant to employers to help them plan
their child care programs.

Please join me in recognizing these
three outstanding programs. They are
true leaders in the field of child care
and I am honored that they are part of
my constituency.
f

ONGOING WHITE HOUSE
INVESTIGATION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, is there not
a single Democrat in this House that is
offended by the fact that the White
House has hired private investigators
to look into the private lives of Fed-
eral investigators and smear their po-
litical enemies?

Is there not a single Democrat in this
House that is even bothered that the
Independent Counsel is being publicly
smeared and vilified by the White
House attack team in open violation of
the law?

Is there not a single Democrat in this
House that does not find repugnant the
tactics used by the White House spin
machine to attack its accusers using
tactics that would have made Joe
McCarthy proud?

Is there not a single Democrat that
has had enough of the lies and
stonewalling and routine destruction of
lives and reputations of any and all
who dare to investigate what Attorney
General Reno herself has said requires
investigation?

It was discovered that the White
House was illegally in possession of 900
FBI files, all just happen to be Repub-
lican, and no one knows anything?

Is there not someone on the other
side who will speak up about all the
abuse by the White House?
f

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS MUST
BE STRENGTHENED

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the families of the
Central Coast of California, and I be-
lieve the families of this Nation, who
send their children to school each day
trusting that they will learn and also
that they will be safe and healthy. The
school day is often a long one with be-
fore and after school care, rec pro-
grams, tutorials, sports and other ac-
tivities.

I speak from 20 years of experience as
a school nurse in my community. In
the health office, we bandage scraped
knees, but we do a lot more. We assess
and refer child abuse, family violence,
drug use, suicide attempts, and, sadly

more and more, violence at school. We
teach healthy lifestyles, prevention
skills, and the values families care
about. Neighborhood schools must be
strengthened as safe and healthy cen-
ters for learning in each of our commu-
nities.

f

IN OPPOSITION TO NEEDLE
EXCHANGE PROGRAM

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the
scourge of illegal drug use in this coun-
try has reached epidemic proportions.
Countless hours and lives have been
lost fighting to free our communities
from the grasp of these drugs.

Given the severity of the situation,
how does the Clinton Administration
plan to continue the fight? They want
to give out free needles to drug addicts.

Shoot me up, Mr. Speaker. What
next? Free drugs?

This cannot be his brilliant battle
plan to win the war on drugs. If it is,
Mr. Speaker, I shudder to think of the
President’s plan for the rest of soci-
ety’s ills. Are we going to give out free
pornography to sex offenders? Heaven
forbid the United States should in any
way inconvenience those who are
breaking the law.

It is discouraging to see the White
House embrace such a defeatist policy.
It goes against the values upon which
this great country was founded.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
opposing this free needle policy.

f

PUT PRAYER BACK IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, after
the Arkansas tragedy where four stu-
dents and a teacher were killed by two
youngsters, the shooting death of
Pennsylvania teacher John Gillette has
shocked America. Experts are confused
and, they say, searching for answers.
The irony is these same experts, with
all their degrees, have one thing in
common: most of them oppose school
prayer. In fact, time and time again,
they have employed constitutional
mumbo jumbo to kill school prayer.

They just do not get it. A school
without God is a school without edu-
cation. A school without God is a
school without discipline. A school
without God is a school without values,
ladies and gentlemen. Maybe experts
will finally get the message that a
school without God is a playground for
the demon. The Congress should allow
school prayer.

I yield back any common sense left
in Washington.

ELIMINATION OF ETHANOL PRO-
GRAM A DEVASTATING BODY
BLOW TO FARMERS

(Mr. MINGE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, the spring
of 1998 finds tens of thousands of Amer-
ican family farmers facing financial
crisis. Agriculture is virtually the only
sector of the economy to suffer a loss
in 1997. The Republican farm bill has
exacerbated this financial crisis.

Now the House Republican transpor-
tation bill would eliminate our Na-
tion’s ethanol program. This is another
devastating body blow to farmers. This
will depress prices paid for corn and
other feed grains and ruin the 20 plus
farmer-owned ethanol producing co-
operatives. It will also rob our country
of the environmental and national se-
curity benefits of ethanol.

Who benefits? Railroads get a tax
break at the expense of farmers, the
very railroads that provided atrocious
service in 1997 and caused devastating
losses to farmers and many other sec-
tors of the economy. Who else? Big oil.
They dispatch competition from a do-
mestically produced renewable fuel.
This is an unconscionable program.

f

IMMUNITY FOR KEY WITNESSES
IN CAMPAIGN FINANCE OVER-
SIGHT INVESTIGATION

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, Congress
has run into a wall, a massive stone-
wall in its attempts to carry out its
constitutional oversight responsibility.
This stonewall is unprecedented and
absolutely breathtaking in its audac-
ity.

The Committee on Government Re-
form and Oversight has worked closely
with the Justice Department on the
issue of granting immunity so that key
witnesses will testify. I have here in
my hand four letters from the Justice
Department stating that the Justice
Department has no opposition to the
committee’s granting of immunity to
four key witnesses in the campaign fi-
nance oversight investigations.

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats on the
committee have refused to grant im-
munity to these witnesses. I have
heard of stonewalling before. The
Democrats on the committee have been
stonewalling investigators for over 2
years, but now they are stonewalling
their own Justice Department. They
got away with it before, so maybe they
figure they can stonewall all they want
and no one will hold them accountable.

Let us grant these witnesses immu-
nity and get to the truth. I think it is
the best way to get to the truth, and I
think Americans deserve the truth.
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DEMOCRATS NOT INTERESTED IN

DISCOVERING THE TRUTH

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, I am holding in my hand
four letters from the Clinton Justice
Department.

Now these letters state that the Jus-
tice Department does not oppose grant-
ing of immunity to four key witnesses
to the House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight’s inves-
tigation into illegal campaign con-
tributions in the President’s 1996 cam-
paign.

Again, these letters are from the Jus-
tice Department, and they state that
the Justice Department does not op-
pose the immunization of four wit-
nesses so their testimony may be
heard, and yet the Democrats on the
committee refuse to grant immunity to
these four witnesses in opposition to
their own Justice Department.

Now we have the mother of all stone-
walls. Democrats on the committee are
now stonewalling even the Clinton Jus-
tice Department. American fatigue
over the endless scandals and inves-
tigations is exceeded only by the fa-
tigue of the investigators who meet
with stonewalling, delay tactics, eva-
sion, convenient memory losses, docu-
ment shredding and total noncoopera-
tion everywhere they turn.

Mr. Speaker, the truth is there for all
to see. The Democrats are simply not
interested in discovering the truth.
f

ONLY IN INVESTIGATIONS OF OR-
GANIZED CRIME HAVE SO MANY
WITNESSES FLED THE COUNTRY

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, obeying
the law should be the first tenet of
campaign finance reform. The White
House insists time and time again that
they are cooperating fully with the
various investigators charged with
finding the truth about illegal cam-
paign contributions in the 1996 elec-
tions. However, the facts show other-
wise.

Ninety-two witnesses, that is 92 wit-
nesses, either have fled the country or
have taken the fifth amendment or re-
fused to testify. If there is nothing to
hide, why would 92 witnesses flee the
country or refuse to testify?

Fifty-four House and Senate wit-
nesses have asserted their fifth amend-
ment rights, and 38 witnesses have fled
the country. In fact, so many witnesses
who have fled the country are taking
the fifth that FBI Director Louis Freeh
was asked last year if he had ever seen
so many, and he said often he has seen
this kind of activity only in investiga-
tions of organized crime.

Mr. Speaker, the White House says it
is cooperating fully, but no one is co-

operating. And then the same White
House turns around and asks why the
investigators are taking so long. If the
American citizens are becoming cyni-
cal about their government, House in-
vestigators are becoming even more
cynical about this White House.
f

SUPPORT THE HIGHER EDUCATION
AMENDMENTS

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, early
this year several news organizations in
the southern California area conducted
a poll to identify issues of concern to
the citizens of that region. Improving
the education system was far and away
the highest priority among those
polled. A staggering 80 percent of re-
spondents supported requiring that
teachers take competency tests on a
regular basis. The survey clearly illus-
trated that most Americans want
training for teachers so they are better
equipped for the classroom.

This week in the House we will be
considering H.R. 6, the Higher Edu-
cation Amendments, which establishes
a competitive grant system designed to
improve the quality of teacher training
in colleges and universities. The bill
would hold institutions of higher edu-
cation accountable for preparing teach-
ers in the subjects in which they plan
to teach.

Mr. Speaker, today’s youths are to-
morrow’s leaders. We must give them
every opportunity to succeed. I urge all
of my colleagues to support education
reform and support H.R. 6.
f

TOBACCO COMPANIES ARE THE
LARGEST CORPORATE CONTRIB-
UTORS TO THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican leadership is playing politics
with their refusal to act on one of the
most addictive drugs around: nicotine.

The truth is that, according to the
Center for Disease Control, teens who
smoke are three times more likely
than nonsmokers to use alcohol, eight
times more likely to use marijuana,
and 22 times more likely to use co-
caine. Yet the Republican leadership
refuses to bring legislation to the floor
of this House that could drastically re-
duce teen smoking, perhaps because
the tobacco companies are the single
largest corporate contributors to the
Republican Party. Every day the Re-
publican leadership fails to schedule
debate on the tobacco issue, 3,000 more
American kids will pick up this deadly
habit, and 1,000 of them will eventually
die of a tobacco-related illness.

Mr. Speaker, if the Republican lead-
ership truly wants to save lives, they

should schedule a vote on comprehen-
sive tobacco legislation today.
f

SCHOOL CHOICE IS ABOUT SAVING
THE CHILDREN FIRST

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, how can Congress and the
President stand by and consign yet an-
other generation of poor children to
failed schools and limited futures in
our nation’s capital, Washington, D.C.?
What do the American people want
Congress to do about education? Let
me quote from a letter from Mrs. Jan
Horan of Westminster, Maryland, and I
quote:

Enough is enough, and the American peo-
ple have had enough. When is the Congress of
this country going to realize that the gov-
ernment is the problem and not the solution?

For years, the Congress has continued to
throw money at what they perceive to be the
problem. The government at all levels has
thrown money at education, and our edu-
cational system continues to deteriorate.

And I continue to quote:
When are you, the elected officials, going

do wake up and come out of your glass bub-
ble and see what you are doing to this Na-
tion?

Mrs. Horan, I could not agree more,
and I hope everyone in Congress will
listen and support the District of Co-
lumbia Student Opportunity Scholar-
ship Act. Instead of throwing money at
the education bureaucracy as liberals
want, it will assure that families at all
income levels have the opportunity to
secure a quality education for their
children. School choice will give all of
our children the chance for a better fu-
ture that a good education can provide.
We must save the children first.
f

THE TRUTH ABOUT STOPPING
TEENAGE SMOKING

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, some people say their primary rea-
son for supporting new tobacco taxes is
protecting children, but these same
people have constantly dropped the
ball when it comes to protecting chil-
dren in other areas. So I get a little
suspicious when I am asked to support
a cigarette tax as a way to save the
children.

Consider this. Many folks who say
they support a cigarette tax as a way
of protecting teenagers are all too
happy to allow my 13-year-old daughter
to go to a Title 10 clinic and be coun-
seled on having an abortion without
my or her mother’s consent. So much
for protecting children from dangerous
influences. So much for saving chil-
dren.

Furthermore, many people who sup-
port a cigarette tax as a way to stop
teenage smoking will not lift a finger
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